Recently, conventional tissue repairs are gradually being replaced by tension-free hernioplasties using meshes (mesh repairs) in hernia surgery. The aim of the present study was to evaluate patterns of recurrent hernias according to the types of previous hernioplasties. Methods: From August 2005 to July 2008, 18 hernioplasties were performed in recurrent cases at Chungbuk National University Hospital. All previous hernioplasties were performed at local hospitals except one case of ventral hernia. We reviewed the medical records and compared clinical features according to the types of previous hernioplasties. Results: Among the 18 recurrent hernias, there were 15 inguinal including 2 pediatric cases, an umbilical, and 2 incisional hernias. Among 13 adult inguinal recurrent cases, 5 occurred after tissue repair (3 indirect, 1 direct, and 1 pantaloon type) and 8 after mesh repairs (direct type in all). Recurrence developed earlier after mesh repairs than tissue repairs (median 

